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that 150 towns had. been gupplied by this
country, and he computed that betwesn
she operaticas of his own eompany and
others from 1000 to 1200 towns were sup-
ed in one dey, where the commissioner
thad siuted that meat was not to be found
in more than 12 shops.’ These facts were
afterwards confirmed by Mr Chlbert Ander-
mon’s experience, The results whichk the
maissioner expected for three years’ ex-
perlence—viz., 48 per cent.—were so mami-
Xeatly absurd that the cominitteo paid little
heed to It A shop similar to those pro-
poésed hid been diried, which resulted m
b loss of £300 a year to the proprietors.
With reference to damage ocourring in
the transit of meat wp the river and for
NATIOUS reasons, ﬂr Cameron mads a Te-
ocmmendation which would involve the
avernment in considerable eost—viz., the
sreption of sorting sheds afthe dock. Jnthis
connection he had subsequently to withdraw
‘®dme of his publio statdments regerding the
m&ﬁhtlf‘m in which meas arrived in edme cases,
wnd be also made alterations in his evidence
3n that connection, which he afterwards ex-
Pplained when recalled for that purpose.
Whilst Mr Cameron was familiar with the
%heory in conneciion with the damage,
ol¥ims, assessments, arbitration, and insur-
mce, he was unawste of much of what
actually went on in practice. Tf the com-
anissioner’s power of initiative and his ad-
aninietrative ability had heen equal to his
enthusiasm and eloguence, he would pro-
bpby have impressed some of the level-
eatled, undemonsirative members of jhe
committee.—(Appause.) The Bank of New
Zealand Bill, which was also passed, was
an excellent ‘medsure, and would no doubt
do good to the colony. The Cock Islands
Bill also went through—a measure that was
mecessary, though the Minister in charge of
it had noib shown that it was. After seeing
the islands one really wondered whether it
wag worth while to stcure them. But they
had now been secured, and had to be car-
ried on. The Barmaids Abolition Bill was
also considered. Perhaps it was not de-
sirable to employ barmaids, but they were
there, and it would not be wise to turn
them all out without providing them with
some means of employment. They had not
been trained to other employments. He
muggested to the mover of the bill that, if
he wished to carry oul his proposal without
injury to anyone, he should provide that
after the passing of the measure no more
barmaids shonld be employed, and he he-
lieved. +that within 10 years the
cclony would have done away with
practically sll the barmaids, and no 'hard-
ship would have been placed on.anyone.
He would like to see some amendment
infroduced into the Otago Harbour Board
Act. Ai present there was no country
represeniation on the board, and in dis-
ecussing the matter with somsone lately he
wag told they could have representation if
they paid taxation. In reply to that argu-
ment -he pointed out that it was not only
the Dunedin merchants who paid the taxa-
tion, because the present charges were slso
-placed -on goods which were largely used

y. settlers in the back country distriets.
The charges were so heavy,- in , that
they interiered with the trade of Otago,
and, as a matter. of fact, trade had gone
from Port Chalmers in a way that ought to
cause. those ~interested in the province of
Otago to make sirict investigation into
#he position. He thoroughly believed it
was right that the counfry distriets should
‘have representstion on the Otago Harbour
Bogrd.~—~{Applause.) The House also passed
two very important bills in the Farmers'
Mutual Fire Insurance Bill and the State
Fire Insurance Bill. The first-named, intro-
duced by Mr Kirkbride, member for
Mapukan, provided that farmers Jmighb
mutually insure. The system had been oar-
ried on in with great sucoees, and
it was. claimed the-rates were not more than
o quarter of those now charged. The State
Tire Tnsurance PBill was a good measure.
No doubt the rates charged for many years
bad been too high. He did not object to
reasonable rates, but id many parts of the
eountry the insurance rates on goods were
actually in excess of what some firms re-
quired to puy in rent. The Government
measure would have -the tendency to reduce
the rates. Indeed, the Premier had stated
that already some companies had made eon-
cessions. Mr ~ Mackenzie conclnded his
epeech by thanking so many persens for
etiending his meeting and giving him a most
atientive hearing.-—{Applanse.)

Mr J. MDonald said he was pleased that
Mr Muckensie supported the land laws of
the late Sir Joln M‘Eenzie, the best land
Iaws ever introduced in the colony. | .

In reply to questions, Mr Mackenzie said
he would be in favour of making the old-
age pension universal provided it_would
not break down the pension scheme. He had
oppused to the uttermost the abolition of
Fducation Boards, and expressed the
opinion that the eentralisation of the educa-
tion administration in Wellington meant
the bringing of positions to s common lovel
without any consideration of speejal cirewmn-
stances. It was absolutely necessary thatan
increased  allowance should be given to
ieachers, and also that a superaunvation fund
for teachers should be established. So far as
hie was concerned, teachers were a mere
incident in the situation, He advocated i¥
in tho interests of the rising gemneration,
for at the present time we were not getting
voung men to enter the service; whilst, on
+ho other hand, men were being retained
in the teaching profession when they were
Jong past their period of usefulvess. He
would like if the practice followed in.the
Loodon County Council were adopted in
Wew Zealand and a list of the husiness to
be gone on with were cireulated among
members so that mombers could inquire
boforehand into the pros. and cons. of the
matters to be brought up. Thai wounld pre-
~went much of the amending of measures
that mow went on—{Applavse.)

AMr A. (Gilmore proposed a vote of thanks
4o Mr Mackenzie for his address and con-
tinued confidence in him as the représenta-
ti~~ of the districf. .

e W, Loudon seconded the motion,
avir'rh wae carried by acelamation.

# vote of thanka to the chairman con-
cluded the meeting.

The member for Waikouaiti finished his
pre-sessional four on Saturday evening af
Waikouaiti, when, speaking on the question
of the sbolition of the Legislative Council,
he said he thought an effort at reform
should ba tried prior to propesing its being
swept out of existence. There was no
need to refer to the reasons for the Uwnper
House as at present econstituted having lost
public respeci—the eause was well known.
What one had to consider was whether it
was possible for a body to be formed which
would be of value to the country. He
thought it was possible. That a properiy
gonstituted Upper

utility was undoubted. No good purpose
would be served by suggesting an elective
Upper House on & restricted franchise of
property tualification. Some other aveept-
able method must he devised. There should
bhe both & qualificetion Jor eligibility to
the position and for voting, and it had
geourted to him that the qualification for
Legislative Councillors might be as follows:
Past and presént membérs of the House of
Representabives, mayors of cities and
‘boroughs, chairmen of cpunty couneils,
education boards, or any representative lecal
bodies, and chairmen of school commitbees,
the qualified elettors to be members and
ex-members of the House of Representatives,
loeal bodigs, and sohool committees. If some
such qualificatipn or modifieation of qualifi-
eation were adopted it would secure men

confidence, and, in oddition, would create
& vauable ifMpetys to local government.
Mr Mackenzie also dealt very fully with
the guestion of education. He oalled par-
tienlar atbontion to the injustice some
parents werd sufferinp thfough schools being
elosad, or through schools not being opened
in sofe of the country districts. This
aroge in many cases through the number

these places. The miserable allowande pro-
vided by Government for a small school, say,
of 14 children, was such that no teacher
would accept or rémain long in the position.
Many districts were mow so circumstanced,
If the same proportion of children was
to be found now that pro rata existed
with ‘& similar married population of older

number of children for schotl. The conse-
quence of all this was that the fertile were
severely punished by reasom of the presence
of the infertile; and if this sort of fhing
went on-—viz.,, that no education would be
pravided where less than 12 or 14 or even
20 children of school age were to be found—
them it would soon become an ostablished
fmct that if poople were 10 go and live in
sparsely pophlated distriets they must not
have children. Alluding to the campaign
now being carried on by those who wete
50 anxious to conserve the lands of this
colony _to the people, he szid that it was a
peculiar thing that when he moved in Par-
Liament that steps showld be taken by the
Government to'kave from ulter destruclion
for all time such valusble lands as Island
Elock and similar rich country, some of
these land reformers had voted against his
metion, 'Fhe Island Bleck was a property
of about 2000 acres. Not enly was it about
the richest land in New Zealand, but,
owing to its splendid eituation, the fruit-
growing capacity was such thés, with rail-
Wway communication, 16 acres in fruit would
keep a family. ¥Yet for the mere gold to
he washed cut, which, 1t was asserbed, did
little more thaa provide the means of de-
struction, this splendid properiy was being
washed away. Mr Meckenzie stronely
urged the sebtlers and miners to agitate for
-representation on the Harbour Board of
Otago. He econtended- that their inferests
were 53 great as those of the Dunedin
pecple, and they should have a proportion-
ate voice in the management of the harbour
duos, rates, etc. He also oxplained whak
Ekad been done regarding the Cluthe Flood
Relief Fund, ,and zaid that owing to the
action of Parlinment half the balance of the
fund—some £240—was saved to the widow
who had suffered more than anyone else by
that Haaster.

Replying to a question regarding the

that whatever might be the ouicome
of the war in the ¥est and the
‘attitude of the Jamamese in the event of

viclory, he sincerely trusted that no Vellow
Agony would ever be' threatened here.
‘Wherever the Chinese had come in mumbers
they were undesirable and demoralising,
whilst their methods of living were such as
no Briten could adopt. The history of
Chineso.in the United Btates was such as to
jusiify the most siringent means heing
edopted for their exclusion from every
British possession, In our own colonies they
had worked out much gold-bearing country,
which would have furnished employment
for Evroveans for many years. They were
now creeping into trades and ocoupations,
and ecompeting under conditions of living
such as no man could keep a family under;
and if that sort of thing were to go on
one might “say good-bya to healthy and
reasonable living by our own people. 1In
the Transvaal it seemed clear from what
Botha and De la Rey said that
lakour could work the mines; and if that

mining syndicates.—{Applause.)
Mr Mackenzie had a pleasart four
thronghout his electorate.

THE FATAL TRAMWAY
AC: IDENT.

CORONER’'S INQUEST.

The inguest in connection with the eirenm-
stances surrounding the death of Hans
Josephsen Hansen, who was falzlly injured
by an electric tramcar on Wednesday was held
on Thursday afterncon before Mr C. C. Graham,
corongr. Mr J. W. Butler was foreman of the

jury.

The Sub-inapector represinied the police, and
Mr W. O MacGregor watched proceedings on
behalf of the corporation, while Mr J. . Wond-
house appeared for the widow and other rela-
tives.

John M‘Grath, tent and tarpaulin maker,
carrying on business at the corner of Princes
and Walker sireets, said that deceaszed was in
hia employ. Deneased used io go to dinner
between 1% and 1 o'clock, and worked on Wed-
nesday morning as usual, leaving for dinner
skortiy aiter 12 co'clock. He usually Tode a
bicycle, On Wednesday deceased seemed to ke
in hiz ordinary health and spirits. He was o
sober, steady masn. About 20 minutes to 1
o’clock witness heard a scream, and, running
ont of the ahop to see what was the mattor,
saw Hansen, who had just been lifted away
from the car. Witness could not say at what
rate the tramcars travelled down past his rhop
—he should say approximately from 12 te 15
miles an hour. To Mr Woodhonse: Hansen
had been with witness for eight months, and
witniess knew him before that. Hansen had
ridden a bicycle, wiiness thought, for about
threo yeers, and was a vawv careful rider. Wit-
ness heard the tramear coming—before he heard
the scream, He was told that it was a woman
who screamed. Ile should say, judging by the
sound of it, that the' car was travelling faster
than usnal. When witness saw the ear stopped
it was about 60{t south of witness's shop, e
did not see the ‘car going; he only wen$ by the
sonnd. To Alr MacGrasor: Witness heard the
noise of the wheels, but did not hear the gong.
He admitted that the best people e judge the
speed of the car were those who saw it going.
To the Sub-inspector: The car was travelling
south, To the Foreman: Before he heard the
! scream the idea passed through witness’s mind
that the oar was going prefty quick. He fre-
guently took noiice of the speed with which

House was of great public * cars passed his shop. Posibly the extra noise

in whom the Public had by vote shown :

of childless persons who Wwere located in !

days there would be quite three times the !

Chinese, the member for Watkouaiti mid '

white ,

were so, why should Chinese bs imported -
simply to swell the huge dividends of the ;

was caused by the putiing on of the brake. He
was nob prepared to say it was not.

George Clark, carter, residing in Leith street,
step-gon of the deceaged, who had identified
ths body, said deceaced resided in Leith strees,
was 42 years of age, and a married man. is
eyesight and hearing were good, and so far
ag wlinesas knew, he was in his usuzl health
on ‘Wednesday, Deceascd had ridden a bicyele
for years, and witness knew, having ridden
with him, that he was a oareful rider. To Mr
Weoodhouse: Deceased never went on the tram

| track at 21}, bul kept fo the road.

John Sutherland, butcher, employed by

I Hastie and Co., gzid about 12.40 he saw Hansen
riding down Princes street, geing south, and
when opposite the Gridiron Hotel, or between
that and Courton’s, riding on 1he Gridivon side,
he cromsed on to the tram line, =nd the oar
coming south struck him. TFhe gong was going
gll the time, even befors he pot on the line.
' Hansen was not gofng fast. If he had had a
: little mcre pace he might have got over. The
car did not seem fo witness to be geing faster
than msual. Tt was just past one post that
the ear canght him, and the car did not reach
the next post before it stopped. The sireet
was very quied at the time. Wilness was fizst
attracted by the unnsnal ringing of the bell
It commenced to ring at the Empire Hotel,
on the top of the hill. To Mr Woodhouse:
When witness first looked out Hansen was on
hia right side and ihe bell was ringing, Wit~
ness thought at the time that Hansen would go
- gtraight on. To Mr MacGregor: Hansen must
have hexrd the beil. Witfless thought it was
his place to jump off and lead his bike over
the Jine. The wind was southerly, but nof
;{ very strong, and witness heard the bell before
i the ecar came abraast of the shop. Witness was
surprised to see Hansen cross in front, Jdeem-
ing it a dangerous thing to do. Wilness was
sure the driver of the car conld not have pulled
up quicker than he did. Witness thought the
deceased was alone to blame. He scemed to
cross in front of the car as if he didn't take
any particuler notice. To the Foreman: Wit-
ness had never seen Hangen cross in front of a
car before.

David SBcurr, coachbuilder, snid that he was
riding his bicycle north yesterday, and saw
tho nceident. Ia was on the tram line that
thia tram was coming south on. "When about
60 yards from the ear witness heard the bell
i ringing, and croesed to the west side. As he
did so the car eame over the hrow of the hill,
and he saw Hansen cross within o yard of the
car. The buffer of the ear caught the cenire
of tk# hind wheel and knocked deceased towards
the car, throwing the front of the bicyele on
{o the line to the right of the car and the man
to the left. Deceased grabbed for the frent of
the ¢ar, but didn’t catch anyihing, and went
right under. Witness saw the mortorman
putting on the brakes. Witness could not tell
the prce of the car, being end on. bus it aeemed
to ba slower than usual in coming to him. To
Mr ‘Woodhouse: The ear atopped in sbout iis
own length sfter strilking deceased.

possibly have done more than e nid. Wilness
was surprised to see deceased cross the line,
and said to himself, “ Here's an accident.”
Witness had some experience in cyeling, and
had no doubi but that fhe accident was the
result of 1the {foolhardiness of deceased.
Deceased conld easily have slowed down. At
1ha time of the accident déceased was past his
- place of business.

T Hotop said deceased was admitted to the
Hospital about 1.15 p.m. on the previous day
in an mpeonzcions condition, and suffering from
smyptoms of concussion of ihe brain. De-
ceased had several. wounds on the head. the
largest being on the rtight teruple, and there
were nlso several large contusions on the head,
Deceased never recoverkd conscigusness. and
- died about B.10 p.m., the canse of death being
* goneussion of the brain.

Archibald M‘Aulay,. tramec.r conductor,
stated he was in charge of No. 10 car which
ran <own deceased. The cay left the Post
Office, going south, at 12.35. Witness was
' standing &t the back of the car. Afier passing

Stafford street there was a loud ringing of the

geug up to Walker street. The motorman on

the car was named -Thompson, Witness did

not see deeamed before tha accident, but re-

membered the ear pulling up very suddenly,
and when he got off he saw deceased lying
beneath, and assisted io take the injured man
out. First aid was rendered by some of the
bystanders, and a doctor was sent for 2nd the
smbulsnce telephoned for. The car was travel-
ling about 19 miles an hour at the time, at
abont the usual speed. There was another con-
duector at the time. Teo Mr Woodhouse: The
motorman regulated the speed and had contrel
*of the brales. The cars did vot travel faster
on & down grade than on the level. The zong
was ringing loudly, but witness had no idea ol
the reason. The car seemed o travel about its
own length after the brakes were pui down.
To Mr MacGregor: The motorman wag a very
careful driver,
| 'Williamn Edward Alexander, conductor, said
ko was meting as assistant o the previous
witness at the lime of the accident. Witness
was in front of the car on leaving Stafford
streef, and saw deceased before he was struck.
Deceased was riding south on the left side of
the line, on the road. Deceased was ahead of
tihe car when witness first neoticed him. Wit-
ness saw deceased iurn on to the tramm line about
the junction of Walker and Princes sireets, and
about six yards in advance of ihe car. Wit-
re8s saw the car ptrike the rear wheel of the
bicycle, and dJdeceased was thrown munder the
car. The brakes were pubt on immediately
deceased turned on to the line. Witness
assisted to pull deceased ont, The car wasg
travelling at about 10 miles an hour, and the
gong was sounding all the way from Stafford
street to ‘Walker strect, bub could net say for
what reacon. To Mr Woodhouse: Witness
conrld not say how far the bicycle was off the
line before it was turned to cross the line.

Francis Geoz{ge Thompson, motorman in
chargs of ear No. 10, said that when going
south from the Post Office he had the car
travelling at full speed. At Manse street he
shub off the power and checked the car with
the hand brake, but, seeing nothing was wanted,
ke released the brake and allowed the car to
run down the grade, without power, at the rate
of {rom 10 to 12 miles an honr, Leaving Manse
sireet, and looking ahead, he saw the line was
quite clear, and only a cyclist on ihe left side
of the line, going south, and about 30 yards
shead of the car, Noticing him, witneas rang
the gong three times with a double tap to
attract the cyelist's aflention, and, when within
about 25 vards of hipe, witness rvang the pong
very quickly. The cyclist tnrned round and
looked at the car. bul kept on the same course.
‘Witness took it for granied that deceased was
going straight on, buf kept on ringing the gong.
Just in the middle of the Walker street erossing
the deceased suddenly swerved to the right, in
front of the car. Witness immediately applied
the emergency brake, but the head light seemed
to strike deceased on the head, and he fell
to the ground. The ear was pulled up in ils
own length, about 305, when the deceased was
found to be urnder the ear. Nothing then could
passibly have been done to save deceased. To
Mr Woodhouse: Witness had only had about
two and a-hali months' expgrience as & motor-
man on the present line. There wove full re-
gulations as to speed on the lines, ond half
speed was the rule for this part of the liue,
and was checked nm the cars went down the
Jine. When witness first saw deceased he was
about three yards to the side of {he tram line,
He then came in closer, and wag abont 1Dt
ahead of the car when he turned to cross

In summing up the Coroner said it was

T in which they made use of {he tramway lines.

It was a matter for public comment how the
public aggravated ths danger and increased the
strain on the motormen by crowding on the
liner, thereby crealing necessity for continual
vigilance, and couseguently cmusing so gread

' & strain on the drivers that it waes & wonder

To Mr MacGregor: The motorman could not .

patent o everyone thal there was exireme reck- |
lessness on the part of the public in the manner '

somze very serious accidents hed not happened
weeks ago. In the present instance the evi-
dence wes very clear that the motorman had
used the utmost care in his power, and if any
blame wvas sitachable to anyone it was o
deceased himself, who, instead of slowing down
to ellow the car to pass, tried to cross in front,
and was instantly knocked down,

The Jury returned the verdict that the de-

¢ cenged had died at Dunedin Hospital on March

30. the canse of death being codcussion of the

¢ brain, consequently upon his having been

accidentally struck by an electric tramecar, no
blame being attachable to anyone. The jury
also wished to add, though not in the form of
o rider, thab ib desiyed {0 express its apprecia-
tion of the straightforward and intelligent
manner in which the motorman had given his
evidence,

SCOTLAND.

{Frox Ovr OwN CORRESPONDENT.)
A GRIAT SCOTTISH RAILWAY.
EDINBURGH, January 14, !
People who are not intimalely acquainted -
with the true state of maiters are apt to
think that in regard to railways Scotland
must take a back seat when compared with
England, That this is far from heing the
case was made manifest in an interesiing
address upon the MNorth British railway,
given by Mr D. Deuchars, superintendent of
the line, at the annual sciree of the com-
pany's employees in the Edinburgh district,
My Deuchars stated that during the past 33
years the company had constructed or
absorbed no less than 50 lines. One of these
—the West Higlland—was the longest ever
opened in this ecountry on one day. The
Farth and Tay bridges were two of the four
largest bridges in the world. Last year no’
Iess  than 50,00C trains pesssed over the i
Forth bridge, renresenting an estimated
weight of 15 million tons. On a busy dny¥
during the past summer 200 trains’ crossed !
the bridge. When the naval base at Rosyth
was constructed, even, thizs number would
ba largely increased. The Waverloy station
was the largest railway station in the King-
dom, and cne of the Iargest in the waorld.
Last year the number of passengera using
it numbered 16 millions, and the total has
been steadily 1ising annuslly for years. On
a single day last summer 1003 trains and 350
light engines made use of the siation. In
July, 1903, the company had 1440 miles of '
railway open, and ite servants of all grades
numbered 19.000. Iis capital expenditure
reached £64,566,786; and its annual revenue -
was’ about 44 milliens sterling. The com-,
peuy has also constructed and owns commo-
dicus docks in various places, and has jits!
cwn steamers running on the Forth, Tay,
Clyde, and Irich Sea. It is a pleasure to be
able to add that not only has the North
British railway grown greatly in size, bub
of Iate years it has much improved in
punctuality in the rmmning of its $rains and
in providing better earriages on its principal
routes. One blob still remains, and that is
the incivility which characterises most of
its officials, and which, to my knowledge,
costs the ecmpany something., I know that
good manners are not native to the Scoteh;
but why should North British officials be :
more Scoteh in this respeet than their con-
freres on the Caledomien and Glasgow and
South-Western systems? The Highland rail-
way, however, can give even- the North

" British polmis in this partieular. Perhaps

too constant association with * rude Boreas,
biustering railer’ has cérrupted the good
manners with which Celts are usually
credited. Tourists from New Zealand who
visit Ecotland may do worse than make a;
note of these disinterested hinte.

A BINEING TOWN.

The busy iron town of Motherwell, in!
Tenarkshire, is in a very shaky condition
owing to its being undermined by coal
workings. The Town Hall is rent from
top te botiom, and its tower leans to one
side. The High Bchool, built not long ago
at a cost of £18,000, has its doorways and
corridors split and tilted, and stones have
cecasionally to be removed. In the. Lady-
well district whole bloeks of tenements have -
had to be pulled down and rebuilt. Even
apen fields sink in from time to time., At
tha siation the other day a porter was
wheeling a laden truck when it suddenly
dizappeared, and was found to have been
engulfed in an old coalpit, over which
timbering had been laid. In more than
one case the body of an infant hae been
found in a pasteboard box in these deserted
conlpits, which are filled with water and
foul gases. It is believed these are bub
specimiens of many similar cases of infanti-
cide. One paper darkly says: ‘There are
many suech murder holes in Mid-Janark.
Truly the district must be & geod one to live
out of.

BOGM IN SCOTTISH FREEMASONRY.

Tt is so uncommon at the present time
to meet with anything which is in =
flowrishing condition that it may be =
pleasant change from the wusual tale of
struggle and decline to note that the past
year was the mosé prospercus one konown
in the Listory of Scottish Freemasoary.
The tote]l number of new members was
12,085, which is the highest annual total
on record. Charters were granted to 26
mew lodges, a number of which were in
Austraiia and South Africa, but none in
Wew Zealand, The totals of the various
funds are as follows:—General, £28,265;

benevolent, £8522; and annuvity, £36,353;—
total, £73,140. In addition to these funds
the heritable and movable property is
valued abt £25,400.

OBITUARY RECORD.

My Charles T Ore-Bwing, M. P. for the
Ayr Burghs, died at Dunskey Houee, near
Poartpatrick, on December 24; aged 43. He
was at one time s captain in the Argyli
and Sutherland Highlanders. He was very
popular in his constituency, which he had
represented sines 1895. e was also well
Imown 33 a yachtsman. Nearly six years
ago he married Lady Awgusta Boyle, eldest
daughter of the Earl of Glasgow. After his
purchase of the Dunskey Xstate some years
ago he took an active part in the publie

affairs of Wigtownshire. {

Alr Adam Skirving, of Croys, one of the
cldest and wost popuiar lairds in  the
Stewarty of Kirkcudbright, has died at the
age of B3. He was especially enthusiastic in
his support of the Velunteer mevement,
and when it was started he was the first
man in the distriet to enrol. e held many
public offices in conneetion with the busi-
noss of the Stewartry. He was a grandson
of the Adamw Skirving who wae the author

of the song beginning * Hi, Johnanie Cops,”
known fo every Scotsman, s

The Rov. Charles (Gordon, of St. Bride’s
U.F. Church, Douglas, a well-known Lan-
arkshire minister, died on Christmas Day.
He had veeupicd his charge since 1661. e
was taken i1l while returning from Canada,
where he had heen visiting his nephew, tha
Rev. 0. W. Gordon, boiber known as Relph
Connor, the author of “The Sky Pilot,
and died after a fortnight’s illness.

A centenarian has passed away at Perth
in the person of John Morricon, the coldest
showman in Scotland, he having been born
ut New Oumnock, Ayrshire, on Tth April,
1801. In his young days he was a lown,
and performed in that eapacity at the coro-
nation celebrations of George IV, In later
years he traveled about with shows and
amusemenis of various sorts, especially
shooting gslleries, co that be becnme popu-
larly known by the name of ‘' Bhooting
Jehnny.” He is survived by nine sons and
daughters, 35 grandehildren, and five great-
grandchildren.

Mr Hay Downie, an Edinburgh saddier,
who has passed away ai the age of 86,
was 8 mar- of ingenious mind. He was the
inventor ef & rubber horseshoe, the patent
for which was purchased fromw him by a
company, which did well out of the trane-
actior. Tn 1885 he invented the adjustable
brake-block for carriages which is now in
general use. He retired into private life
10 years ago.

The deatbs of the following persons are
also announced:—At Kirn, aged, 85, Mr
Neil Macleod, formerly a sugar refiner ab
Grecpock, and a well-known Free Church-
man; My William Aitchell, of Achyle, Port
of Menteith, one of the best Lnown agri-
culturists in Central Scotland, and a noted
breeder of Clydesdalce; Dr 8. Lawrence, .
for over 50 vears a respected medical prae-
titioner at Montrose; Jamie Tzit, a Yarrow
“ chavacter,” known to all vifitors to thab
locality, aged 74; ai Lynturk, Aberdeen-
shire, aged 57, the Rev. W. J. B. Moir,
late wvrincipal of Blythewcod Missionary
Institute, South Africa.

GENERAL NEWS.

A movement is on foot for the starbin
of an agricultural college in Aberdeen.
draft scheme has been drawn up, and is
at present being circulaied amang the Town
imdl County Councils in the North of Scot-
and.

Sir Robert Cransion. Lord Provost of
Edinburgh, in addressing a gathering of
the poor of the Canongate, sakl that in all
his experience he had never sees a man or
boy go to the wall who stuck to total
abstinence. .

The Duke of Buceleuch has presented the
Provost of Dalkeith with a massive gold
chain of office, in commemoration of the
visit of the King and Queen to Dalkeith
House last May.

The annnal cofficial return regarding Dun-
dee whaling states that seven vessels were
engaged in the business in the Aretio seas,
Their total eatch comprised 14 black and
78 whito whales, 107 walrus, 3228 seals, 157
bears, 10 musk cxen, and 127 fox ckins.
Tha yvield of oil was 145 tuns, and of kone
175¢wt. ‘Whalebene has been selling in
Dundee at the very high price of £2700 pem -
ton.

At a2 meeting of the Stirling Town Coun-
eil, it was stated that the promoters of
the Forth and Clyde Ship Canal by the
Cambusbarron and Loch Lomond route
would introduce into Parliament in spring a
bill conferring on them the necessary power
for the carrying out of the undertaking.

The Aberdeea School Board is about to
establish a school for the oral instruction
of the deaf and lumb. A simiar -school
has been in successful operation at Duandee
for a number of yesrs.

The relining of the Moncreiffe railwa
tuneel, 1225 yards in length, by which Pert
is approached from the scuth, is now com-
pleted, The work has occupied nearly two
years' time, and has cost about £50,000.

The drapery premises of Messrs Mac
donald and Mackenzie, High sireet, Inver-
ness, have been bumed through an escape
of gas. The assistante had to fles precipi-
tately, and one of them narrowly escapect
with her life. The fire brigade succeeded in
preventing the fire from spreading to the
rest of the block in which it originated.

. 'The Blairgowrie Town Council s consider-
ing g scheme for enlarging the reservoirs in
order to provide water power tc generate
electricity for the lighting of Blairgowrie,
Alyth, Gouper-Angus, Dunkeld, ete.” .

The large new hotel erected by the Cale-
donien Ruilway Company a$ its Edinburgh
siation was opened on December 21, It
may be comfortable, but it is certainly.tho
ugliest building in the city, end it, unfortu-
nately, occupies a very prominent site.

My John Duiean, of Parkhill, who has
conferred mary henefactions on Arbroath,
received the freedom of ihe burgh on De-
cember 23, just after celebrating his 100th
birthday. They evidently do mnobt rush,
madters at Arbroath,

In consequence of the disaster at the
Iroguots Theatre, Chicago, the Glasgow
Tewn Council is carrying cut a rigid in-
vestigation into the theatres and music halls
in that eity, speclally with respect to the
means of exit,

Soveral Scottish counties, and especially
East Lothian, are enffering from a plague
of rats, which are working havoec nmong the
potatoes and turnips, The papers have pub-
lished a great many letters on the subject,
but no two wrilers asres as to the besi
way of dealing with the nuisance.

Tho Rev. W. H. Jenoure, rector of Bar.
wick, ¥eovil, describes a novel sight which
may be pecn in his pgrish. A farmer had
been fecding his sheep or cats. and some
of the grain fell on lhe back of one of the
animals. It tcok reot in the wool and
sprouted, and the young shoots may be
sean growing o its back.

It s not infrequent practice to write

“maitai” for the name of the well-known
New Zealand timber tree *‘matai” To™
clear up all doubt, the question was

recent%y submitted to Mr E. Tregear, the
etymologist and Maori scholar, who ex-
plained that the two spellings represented
distinet words, *Maitai™ is a Maori word
meaning iron, also washed ashore, while
“matai " simply mean: the welllnowi
timber tree.
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